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Life Issues Again in the Headlines
Planned Parenthood ‘Sale’ of Fetal Tissue
Draws Widespread Condemnation     

      Conversations taped covertly by pro-life activists posing
as fetal tissue buyers revealed Planned Parenthood officials
casually discussing procedures for extracting fetal organs
intact during an abortion and the prices they command.
      Even the most secular of media could not ignore the
revelations or the outcry.  The videos reminded everyone of
the gruesome realities of abortion.  PP Senior Director of
Medical Services said: “... we’ve been very good at getting
heart, lung, liver, because we know that, so I’m not gonna
crush that part, I’m gonna basically crush below, I’m gonna
crush above, and I’m gonna see if I can get it all intact.”
      PP denies trafficking in human fetal parts by saying
there are costs involved.  Over 3 years ago, a poll showed
that 60% supported public funding of Planned Parenthood. 
Last month, the figure had dropped to 47%.  PP reports that
federal and state grants and reimbursements make up 41%
of its revenue.  Further, though PP says abortion comprises
a small part of its services, it is the largest single provider
of abortion in the nation and gets over a third of its actual
income through abortions. In 2013, the national organization
required that all affiliates provide abortions.
     Several states have launched investigations to determine
if Planned Parenthood has sold organs from aborted babies.
     Defenders of the practice say fetal tissue has been used
to understand cell biology and develop vaccines.  Yet more
and more researchers are using stem cells from adult tissue.
Arthur Caplan, head of NYU’s School of Medicine’s division
of medical ethics, said fetal tissue is used less now because
its use in the 1980s and ‘90s didn’t work.  He says abortion
providers should stop facilitating fetal-tissue donations,
saying it “isn’t worth the moral criticism it provokes.”  
      Because these are dead human beings being discussed
on video, people are pondering the possibility that an
institution at the heart of respectable liberal society is
dedicated to a practice that deserves to be called barbarism. 
[Sources:  R. Douthat, “Looking Away from Abortion,” NYT,
7/26/15; W.  McGurn, “Political ‘Science’ of Planned
Parenthood,” WSJ, 7/28/15; “Evil Exposed,” Nat. Catholic
Register, 7/26/15; “Abortion Foes Seize on Video...”, WSJ,
7/16/15; Poll: U.S. Voters Back Planned Parenthood,”
Newark Star-Ledger, 8/5/15; “Business as Usual at Planned
Parenthood,” The Beacon, 7/30/15; “Planned Parenthood
Funds Challenged,” WSJ, 7/24/15.]

A Fight for the Nation’s Conscience 
      A “war” between secularism and Judeo-Christian values
aimed at the control of conscience is being waged with
laws, social stigma and judicial coercion, according to
Lawrence Grayson, visiting scholar at Catholic University of
America. (Nat. Catholic Register, 7/26/15)  “Its “battlefields
are the courts, schools, universities, social media, TV and
major newspapers.”  The aim is to drive God from public
consideration or discourse, & religion from the life of the
community.  Battles are “being fought on several fronts:
abortion, assisted suicide and euthanasia, redefinition of
marriage, sexual identity & choice, and religious freedom.”
      “Human life is held in low regard,” says Grayson. 
“Abortion is rampant; sex is separated from marriage and
viewed strictly for pleasure; marriage is redefined to include
people of the same sex; the legality of polygamy is being
advocated; child procreation is becoming a laboratory
product; sperm and female eggs are marketable items;
children are being engineered to have three genetic
parents; the concept of family is no longer limited to a
father, mother and children; homosexual partners now
conceive and adopt children; and the personal selection of
one’s gender is beginning to be treated as a civil right.”
      The “new normal,” says author George Weigel, will
not leave the Church alone.  Like others who protest the
new normal, the Church will be aggressively attacked.
Instead of tolerance towards those who hold traditional
values, secular ideology promotes animosity and contempt
toward organized religion.  Like other ‘isms” before it,
secularism must destroy religion, or at least co-opt it.”
     Yet, while modern day secularists deny & ridicule the
concept of a natural law, they cannot escape it since it is
imprinted by God on every human heart.  “Somewhere,
deep within, there is a nagging discomfort that secularists
do not understand but cannot escape.   Forcing people of
faith to go along allows them to free themselves of the
nagging doubts.” (Rick Hinshaw, “The Secularist Assault on
America’s Moral Consensus,” Catalyst, 5/15)
     Today, understandings of human nature and happiness
that have stood the test of experience for millennia are
being discarded as mere rubbish. To arm ourselves, Weigel
recommends reading a recent pastoral letter by Cardinal
Donald Wuerl, “Being Catholic Today: Catholic Identity in
an Age of Challenge,” available free from the Archdiocese
of Washington, at http://www.adw.org/being-catholic-today/ 
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Little Sisters of the Poor Denied Freedom
of Conscience
     Frank Sinatra recorded ‘The House I Live In’ during
World War II.  Its lyrics include: “The children in the
playground, the faces that I see.  All races and religions,
that's America to me.”  The hope that the song inspires for
a better America includes respect for each individual,
freedom of expression and freedom of religion. Yet, in
recent years, our own national government and courts have
been chipping away at our religious freedom.
      Last month the 10th Circuit Court of Appeals ruled that
the Little Sisters of the Poor must comply with the
government’s contraceptive and abortion mandate under 
the Affordable Care Act.  If not, the Sisters would be forced
to either terminate their services or pay massive IRS
penalties.  The nuns run nursing homes and hospices for all
needy persons irrespective of their religion.
     The Becket Fund law firm that specializes in religious
liberty cases represented the Sisters in their class-action
federal lawsuit that includes almost 500 other Catholic
nonprofit groups that receive health benefits through the
Christian Brothers Employee Benefit Trust. The law suit was
needed since the Little Sisters of the Poor do not qualify for
a religious exemption because they are not categorized as a
“house of worship.”  Sister Loraine, mother provincial, said:
“For over 175 years, we have served the neediest in society
with love and dignity.  All we ask is to be able to continue
our religious vocation free from government intrusion.”  
     To most of us, that sounds like freedom of religion
guaranteed under the Constitution.  The case is destined for
appeal to the Supreme Court, which has stayed the Little
Sisters mandate pending appeal. The editors of the Wall
Street Journal concluded: “The spectacle of the
Administration attempting to crush the conscience of a
religious order is a lasting discredit to the U.S. tradition of
pluralism and tolerance.”  
     Archbishop William Lori, chairman of the Catholic
Bishop’s committee on religious liberty, said recently: 
“Endangered is the freedom of church ministries to provide
employee benefits and to provide adoptions and refugee
services in accord with the Church’s teaching on faith and
morals.  It is one thing for others to disagree with the
Church’s teaching but quite another to discriminate
against the rights of believers to practice our faith ... in
our ministry and business.”  (“Bishops Rally Faithful...” Our
Sunday Visitor, 7/5/15; “Court’s Ultimatum,” Nat. Catholic
Register, 7/26/15; “Big Brothers of the Poor,” WSJ, 7/16/15)

Marriage and Divorce
!   70% of marriages that began in the 1990s reached their
15th anniversary, up from about 65% of marriages that
began in the 70s and 80s.  Those married in the 2000s are
so far divorcing at even lower rates.
!   At current trends, nearly two-thirds of marriages will
never involve divorce.           (Newark Star-Ledger, 7/12/15)
!   People in good marriages statistically live longer,
happier and healthier lives.  The passion may burn up, but
a more stable, more trusting love takes its place.  This kind
of love only gets stronger with time.     (Economist, 7/11/15) 

Defining Marriage
      “Courts and constitutions may change the legal
definition of marriage.  But they cannot alter God’s loving
plan inscribed within the natural law.”  So stated Bishop
Arthur Serratelli of Paterson, NJ, in a pastoral diocesan
letter dated June 26, 2015.  Other highlights include:
!   The Supreme Court decision [approving same-sex
‘marriage’] “rejects the understanding of marriage that has
been held across the millennia by people of every race and
religion.”
!   “The adverse consequences of this decision will
become more and more evident in terms of our Catholic
schools, universities, hospitals, charitable institutions and
churches.” 
!   “Human laws are fallible....  Because a court tells us
something is good does not make it good.  We, as
believers, are ultimately responsible to a higher authority.”
     Bill Donohue, head of the Catholic League, responded
to the Supreme Court 5-to-4 decision: “The idea that
marriage is a matter of individual autonomy – and not a
social institution – is the most profound flaw in their ruling. 
Congress needs to pass the First Amendment Defense
Act.”  Otherwise, citizens will, in the words of dissenting
Justice Alito, “risk being labeled as bigots and treated as
such by governments, employers, and schools.”  One
magazine opined that the court’s decision had almost
nothing in the way of constitutional argument for why
marriage must extend to a class of people to which it has
never been applied in the past.  It said that what is needed
is “a stronger, healthier culture.”  To that end, the Catholic
Church must continue to take the lead.  (“Facing a New
Reality,” Our Sunday Visitor, 7/12/15; National Review,
7/20/15; catholicbeacon@patersondiocese.org; “Gay
Marriage Legalized,” Catalyst, 7/15)                                      
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